Week 39 (Sept 21 – 27)

(Haggai & Zechariah)

Main Message:   Priorities are important.  When we put God first, he is more inclined to bless us and respond to our prayers.

Overview

The time is 538 BC (about 50 years after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar.  God had stirred the hearts of the priests, Levites, and leaders of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin who are in exile to return to Jerusalem and restore the Temple.  God also stirred the heart of King Cyrus of Persia (who now rules the world) to let them go and do it (as prophesied by Isaiah some 150 years earlier..Isa 44:26-28; 45:13; 48:14).  King Cyrus even gave them back the articles of the Temple taken by Nebuchadnezzar. (Ezra Ch 1 ).
 About 50,000 journey back…a hike taking about 4 months.  Key leaders are Zerubbabel (who is made the Governor) and Jeshua (who is made the high priest) Haggai 1:1.    The returning Jews settle in their towns and then in the second year begin restoring the temple.  It is apparently a much smaller version versus that of King Solomon…and many who had seen the first temple wept aloud.  It just wasn’t the same the second time around (to encourage discussion, relate your own similar experiences such as return to England (church where christened, home) and to Michigan State with daughter (restaurant, chapel where married). Unfortunately, they encounter opposition from local citizens and also become distracted by the desire to get on with their own lives.  Hence work on the temple stops for about 15 years until Haggai and Zechariah come along.  The new Persian King Darius is also sympathetic to rebuilding the temple and his actions remove political obstructions. (Ezra Ch 2 – 6).
Note:  The inclusion of historical information throughout the Bible (such as the mention of King Cyrus and Darius) certainly contributes to the Bible’s veracity, since these facts can be verified in other historical documents.
God was not happy about the delay in building the Temple.  So, he selects the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to exhort the exiles to get their priorities right and to go about rebuilding the temple.   Haggai delivers the message through sermons.  Zechariah (apparently much younger than Haggai) does it through visions and a more encouraging manner.  Haggai is focused on the present, exhorting them to get going and finish the temple.  Zechariah looks to the future and makes several prophesies such as:  the coming of the Messiah, Judah’s 30 pieces of silver, and the end times/second coming.  They are both effective, and the Temple is rebuilt in just 4 years (Ezra 6:15)! 
Background

King Herod the Great (74BC – 4BC) greatly expanded the temple (20/19BC), which is later destroyed by the Romans (Emperor Titus) in 70AD as predicted by Jesus. The Wailing Wall (or Western wall) is the only visible section remaining today of the 4 retaining walls for the temple. 
There were two later groups of exiles who returned to Judah/Jerusalem:

First, almost 60 years later (458BC), Ezra a Levite priest who was well versed in the law of Moses, felt compelled to return and lead a spiritual revival so to speak.  Accompanied by about 1,750 priests, Levites and laymen, Ezra made the 4 month journey and began teaching the decrees and regulations to the people of Israel.  Ezra actually stood on a high wooden platform in front of all the people who were old enough to understand and read aloud from the Book of the Law (written by Moses some 800 years earlier).  This was followed by a breakup into smaller groups for detailed study to ensure everyone understood each passage.  (Nehemiah 8:2-8).
Second, about another 15 years later (432BC), Nehemiah (who was the Persian King’s cupbearer) felt compelled to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the city’s walls.  He obtains the King’s blessing to do so, including military support.  In an amazing feat, the walls are completed in just 52 days! (Neh 6:15).
Zechariah’s prophecies concerning the Messiah

· Coming of the Messiah.  Zech 2:10-12; 3:8 (note “soon” to God is 500 yrs!)
· He will come riding on a donkey.  Zech 9:9.  Compare with Matthew 21:1-6
· Jesus valued at 30 pieces of silver; used to purchase the potter’s field.  Zech 11:12,13.  Compare with Matthew 27:5-10
· Piercing of Jesus’s body.  Zech 12:10,11
· Jesus born from lineage of David to cleanse sinners.  Zech 13:1
· End times.  Zech 14:3-9
Main Message:  Put God first (in your heart) and blessings usually flow
Putting ourselves first.  Read Haggai 1:3-6, 9.

God responds.  Read Zechariah 1:16,17.

