Week 41 (Oct 5 – 11)

Matthew 16 – Mark 7

Main Message:  Jesus is the Messiah; by God’s grace we can be a member of God’s eternal kingdom by repenting of our sins and believing in his Son Jesus Christ – the choice is ours

Introduction

· The Gospels which means “Good News” (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) provide biographies of Jesus’ life; two written by disciples who were with Jesus constantly for 3 years.
· Mark is believed to be the first one written (60’s AD);  Mark was a missionary companion of Paul and Barnabas (Acts 12:25) and an associate of Peter (1Peter 5:13)
· Matthew (written around 70AD) and Luke (written in the 70’s and 80’s AD) cover much of the same material as Mark but with slightly different focuses.  Matthew was the tax collector disciple.   Luke was a non-Jewish doctor who accompanied Paul on his missionaries (Col 4:14)

· John was probably the youngest of Jesus’ disciples – a fisherman and brother of James.  It is the last written gospel (probably written in the 90’s AD).  It downplays Jesus’ parables (none included) and miracles (only 7 recorded).  However, it is the only Gospel that includes the changing of water into wine at Cana and the raising of Lazarus from the dead.
· The gospels include many quotes by Jesus.  Therefore they are a most important reference because they provide Jesus’ views.

Overview (Matthew)

· Matthew’s focus is on proving that Jesus is the Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament.  Numerous Old Testament references are used throughout.  The first verse says”  “This is the record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendent of David and of Abraham”.
· Following the genealogy, Matthew then details the angelic announcement of Jesus’ conception and the visit of the “wise” men.  He introduces John the Baptist, relative and forerunner of Jesus, and describes the calling of key disciples Peter, Andrew, James and John (and later Matthew himself).
· Jesus’ teachings are emphasized with long passages covering His sermon on the mount and the Lord’s Prayer.  
· As with all 4 gospels, Matthew also details the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.  Matthew is the only biographer to mention several miracles that occurred during that time --  the tearing of the temple curtain, an earthquake, the breaking open of tombs, and the raising to life of dead saints.
Some Observations

· Law of Moses still valid:  “Don’t misunderstand why I have come.  I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets.  No, I came to accomplish their purpose”.  Matt 5:17,18

· Jesus was constantly healing throngs of people:  Matt 4:23,24; 14:13,14; 15:29-31.  Why was this important?  What was the purpose?
· Love your enemies.  Matt 5:43-48.  I believe He is referring to one on one relationships.  Note how Matthew pokes fun at himself with reference to tax collectors.

· Kingdom of Heaven will be available to all people, not just the chosen Jews, and just being Jewish won’t get you there (Matt 8:10,11,12)

Heaven and the Second Coming

Question:  When we die, does the soul sleep and remain with the body until the second coming or does it leave the body at death to be with the Lord in Heaven or to a place of punishment?

· Scripture suggests the soul leaves the body at death.  Read Matthew 27:50 (Jesus’ death);  Other resurrection accounts (Elijah raising the widow’s son (1Kings 17:21-22);  Jesus’ raising of Jairus’ daughter (Luke 8:53-55).

· Classic example is the criminal who was crucified next to Jesus.  Jesus said “truly I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise”  Luke 23:43
· Paul says he is torn between living and dying: “I am hard pressed between the two.  My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.  (Phillipians1:23,24).

· The testimony of individuals who have died temporarily and been revived suggests that the soul leaves.  (e.g. Don Piper’s 90 minutes in Heaven.; and Joyce Gould’s husband Peter’s experience).

Question:  What is the second coming and what will happen?
· Jesus will return and rule on earth; only believers will survive and live forever with him;  living believers and believers who have died before will be reunited.

· Jesus describes the second coming:  Matthew 24:3-14; 27-31; 36
· It is mentioned in the Lord’s prayer: “Thy kingdom come” (Matt 6:9-13)
