Week 40 (Sept 28 – Oct 4)

(Malachi – Matthew Chs 1-4)

Main Message:   Jesus is coming.  Submessage:  Don’t get careless in your attitude toward God…don’t give God the leftovers.
Overview of Malachi

The name Malachi means “my messenger” …very appropriate.   This last book of the Old Testament contains the final word from God for some four hundred years, until the appearance of John, the Baptist and Jesus, the Messiah….as prophesied in Malachi 3:1:  “Look!  I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his Temple.  The messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming, says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.”  
Malachi is a prophet and contemporary of Nehemiah around 430BC.  He points out that the Jewish people have become careless in their attitude toward God.  He chastises them for offering “lame and sick” sacrifices (1:8), for failing to pay tithes for the temple (3:8), and for divorcing their wives to marry pagan women (2:11,14-16).
Some key phrases:  
Malachi 3:6  “I am the Lord, and I do not change”
Malachi 3:7b “Now return to me, and I will return to you”.

Malachi 3:17,18 “On the day when I act in judgment….you will again see the difference        between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.

Discuss/Review Key Messages of Old Testament

· If God is the center of your life, you will be blessed;  if you turn away, he won’t be there to support you; a relationship with God makes life so much better
· God is in control…he puts us in situations to serve his purposes…often things that seem like “missions impossible”

· Anything is possible with God and he uses us despite our shortcomings 
· God can create exciting positives out of negative events

· God delivers everything he promises

· God looks at the heart and does not judge as mankind does by outward appearances

· God responds most favorably when we take actions to help people 
· When facing hardships, don’t blame God but trust him to pull you through 
· A nation falls apart spiritually and morally when it abandons God

· God has a soft heart for those who truly repent; they will be part of his remnant and live for eternity with him
· A savior (Messiah) is coming who will die for our sins and redeem us to God; later he will come again and establish his kingdom on earth
What Happened to Israel In Between Testaments

There were many changes that took place in the Holy Land during the 400 years between the books of Malachi and Matthew.   

· First, Alexander the Great swept in from Greece in 332BC.  Territories that had been under the control of Egypt, Persia, Babylon and Assyria were now Greek holdings.  He established Greek language and culture all over his short-lived empire.  He died when he was only 33.  
· The Holy Land became under Egyptian (the Ptolemies) control until about 198BC when Syria captured it.  Antiochus IV of Syria tried to make them adopt Greek customs and language but to no avail.  He tried to exterminate their religion and ruled with cruelty.  The Maccabean  revolt resulted and led to a century of independence for Israel.  

· Around 63BC infighting led two rival high priests to invite the Romans (General Pompey) to come and settled the dispute.  He simply made it part of the Roman Empire.  King Herod the Great was eventually appointed by the Romans to administer the area around 39BC.  The Herod family is believed descended from Abraham through Isaac and Esau.  Hence they were Edomites.  So, you can imagine how they were resented by the Jews of Jacob’s ancestry.  However, the Herod’s converted to Jewish religious practices of the descendants of Jacob.  Herod the Great undertook great  building projects including whole cities like Caesarea on the Mediterranean, and the renovation/expansion of the Temple.  Probably done to placate the Jews.  However, he was resented by the Jews because of his Edomite ancestry and for following Roman social practices.  Herod the Great is also the one who received the wise men and ordered the slaughter of all boys under the age of two.  After his death, the Romans divided the kingdom between his sons.  
· Herod Archelaus ruled Judea.  He was replaced by a Roman after 10 years because he ruled so badly (see Matt 2:22)

· His brother Herod Antipas ruled Galilee and Perea.  He is called Herod Tetrarch.  He had John the Baptist beheaded (Mark 6:14-29).  He also presided over Jesus’ trial in Luke 23:7-12.

· Herod Agrippa I was the grandson of Herod the Great and nephew of Antipas.  He ordered the execution of the apostle James and had Peter arrested (Acts 12:1-5)

· Herod Agrippa II was the son of Agrippa I.  Paul spoke before him (and his sister Bernice) in Acts 25 & 26.

So there are actually “5” Herods during the New Testament period.

Organization of the New Testament
The New testament consists of 27 books organized as follows: 4 books of biography, 1 book of History, 21 books of correspondence, and 1 book of prophecy
· The first 4 books called “The Gospels” are biographical treatments of the life of Jesus (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John).

· The History book is the Book of Acts, so called because it records the “acts” or “actions” of the apostles.  The book describes how the Lord’s church began and then follows the history of the church as it spread throughout the world (written by Luke who accompanied Paul on his journeys).

· Next section is a collection of letters which were written by inspired leaders of the early church.  Some are letters to specific churches in Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, and Thessalonica and were written by Paul.  Paul also wrote letters to individual people like Timothy, Titus, and Philemon.    Some are general letters to the church at large with the titles reflecting the name of the author (James, Peter, John and Jude).

· The last is the book of prophecy entitled Revelation.  The apostle John recorded a series of visions he experienced.  The book reveals the future outcome of the church.  It was mean’t to be an encouragement to the early Christians who were undergoing severe persecution.

Matthew

Matthew is an appropriate first book of the New Testament because the first verse announces the event predicted by the Old Testament prophets:  the coming of the Messiah, Jesus.  Jesus means “the Lord saves”.  The first few chapters demonstrate Jesus’s genealogy to Abraham, Jacob, David, etc (Matthew 1:2-17).  Note all the familiar names in the genealogy record from the Old Testament, including the mention of 5 women (Tamar, the prostitute Rahab, the Moabite Ruth, Bathsheba widow of Uriah, and Mary the mother of Jesus…a Levite and relative of Elizabeth the mother of John the Baptist).  Matthew also highlights how Jesus meets all the prophecies of the Old Testament concerning the Messiah.  The first four chapters cover:

· Jesus’s birth
· The visit of the wise men

· Joseph, Mary and Jesus flight to Egypt

· Arrival of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus

· Jesus fasting (40 days & nights) in the wilderness and tempting by the devil

· Jesus’s drafting of fisherman as disciples: brothers Peter and Andrew; brothers James and John

· Jesus’s early ministry in Galilee teaching and healing
Samaria, Judea, Galilee and Idumea (Edom)


