Week 24 (June 8 – 14)

(Psalms 36 – 72)

Introduction

We continue with some psalms of David but also see a Psalm of Asaph (#50), Solomon (#72), and several by the descendants of Korah (42 – 49).  Remember the sons of Korah were descendants of the man who died for his rebellion against Moses (Numbers 16).  They were Levites and therefore served in worship and care of the Temple.   One part of the family became Temple gatekeepers (1Chron 9:19) and another the singers and musicians in the Temple choir (1Chron 6:31-47).  I suspect it was the latter who wrote the Psalms 42 – 49.
Overview

David’s Psalms continue some prominent themes:

· Expressing feelings that God has left him or forsaken him or not answering
· Showing despair and discouragement because of his various plights (Saul trying to kill him; his own son Absalom trying to take his throne; various enemies chasing him).  

· Asking God to destroy his enemies

· Showing trust in God

· Praising God

Psalm 51 is David’s response after Nathan the prophet came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.  Recognizes his sin, says he has done evil in God’s sight, has a broken/repentant heart and seeks God’s.  What does he ask for?  Verse 11:  “do not banish me from your presence, and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me”.
Would like to focus on Psalm 49 … a Psalm by a descendant of Korah.  This is the “You can’t take it with you” Psalm.  The message by the Psalmist is clear:  We can’t buy our way to Heaven!  
Read the Psalm and comment along the way.

· Verses 1-2:  Psalmist wants everyone to hear.. “listen to this all you people!  the high and the low, the rich and the poor”.
· Verse 3:  His advice is wise and filled with insight 

· Verse 4:  Let music inspire you if the words alone don’t do it.

· Verse 5 – 14:  No matter one’s standing, we’re all going to die (except for two:  Jesus and Elijah).  No one can pay enough to live forever.  The famous and the rich will die like the rest of us and just like animals die – they’ll be buried and rot in the grave.  Eternal life does not depend upon worldly success. Their wealth remains behind (I’m reminded of Egyptian Pharaoh tombs)
· Verse 15:  Those who put their trust in God will be redeemed and “snatched from the power of the grave”.   

· Verses 16 – 18:  Don’t be dismayed when the wicked grow rich and live in increasingly splendid homes; they are fortunate and applauded for their worldly success.  But, it all stays behind when they die.  I
· Verses 19 – 20  If fame and riches are their gods, they will die like animals (question:  what happens to animals after they die?  no after-life with the true God).
Isn’t it ironic that our money is inscribed with “In God We Trust”.   Sadly, maybe not for long!

Indulgences

Back in the 12th, 13th and 14th centuries the Catholic church seemed to be saying money could help with monetary indulgences.  Martin Luther changed that on Oct 31, 1517 when he nailed his 95 “protestations” on the door of the Catholic church.   His key point:  you don’t achieve salvation through works but through faith.  
The sale of indulgences was a byproduct of the Crusades in the 12th and 13th centuries.  Crusaders were promised immediate salvation if they died while performing a good deed, such as fighting to “liberate” the Christian holy city of Jerusalem.   The Church based this on the argument that good works earned salvation, so paying money to support good works could do the same.  To justify the sale of indulgences, Church leaders argued that they had inherited an unlimited amount of good works from Jesus, and the credit for these good works could be sold to believers in the form of indulgences. In other words, indulgences were something like “confession insurance” against eternal damnation.   If you purchased an indulgence, then you wouldn’t go to hell if you died suddenly or forgot to confess something.  

Rich People Can get to Heaven
Paul says it is “the love of money that is the root of all evil”, not money itself.  1Tim 6:10.  Wealth becomes a problem, if we make achievement of wealth our main purpose for living.  Money and wealth then displace God.  I feel wealth can make it more difficult because it is easy to feel God is not needed if one has everything.   
Class discussion:  how do we stop wealth from taking priority in our lives? 
