Week 29 (July 13 – 19)

Isaiah Chapters 1 – 23

Main Message:  Trouble awaits if we (as a Nation or as individuals) turn away from God (Isa 1:19-20)
What does God want us to do:

· Doesn’t want rituals (1:11-13) or pious celebrations/meetings (1:13-14)

· Give up evil ways (1:16)

· Learn to do good, seek justice (1:17)

· Help the oppressed – orphans and widows (1:17)

· Obey God (1:19)

Overall comments about Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs

· Life is futile (meaningless) without God no matter how wise or successful one’s life appears…you can’t take it with you and it won’t get you to Heaven and eternity with God.  We must fear God (respect, reverence, worship) and obey his commands. (Eccl 12:13-14)
· Love is the key to relationships – some reminders from the previous class “firing up love in your relationships”

· must love unconditionally; just like when dating
· must treat spouse as the most important person in the world to you

· focus on the positives, things working well

· use praise often to reinforce positive behavior

· touch a lot throughout the day to show love

· settle conflicts with “kind” communication while respecting each other

Overview of Isaiah

Isaiah was the son of Amoz which means “the Lord saves”.  His ministry began in 740BC, the year King Uzziah died (Is 6:1).  According to unsubstantiated Jewish tradition, he was sawed in half during the evil reign of Manasseh, son of Hezekiah (Heb 11:37).  He was married and had at least two sons.  He appears to have spent most of his life in Jerusalem, enjoying his greatest influence during Hezekiah’s reign from 715 – 686 BC (Is 37:1-2).  They apparently often prayed together as when God answered by destroying the Assyrian army and king Sennacherib while they were besieging Jerusalem (2Chron 32:20-21).
He lived during the reigns of Uzziah (good king), Jotham (good king), Ahaz (evil king) and Hezekiah (good king).  Also, during this time, the Northern Kingdom had become very evil and idol worshipping.  And, it fell to Assyria in 722 BC with the country ransacked and many of the people exiled.  Despite a string of good kings (3 out of 4) who tried to bring the Southern Kingdom back to a Godly nation, God had finally had enough of idolatrous living and he used Isaiah to warn the nation.  Isaiah also predicted similar fates for several other nations:  Assyria, Lebanon, Philistine, Moab, Damascus, Ethiopia, Egypt, Edom, Arabia, and Tyre.
He makes several, often quoted, prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah (Chs  7 – 11):
· He would be born of a virgin (7:14)

· He would be given the name Immanuel - God with us (7:14)

· He would be a ruler, counselor, and prince (9:6)

· He would come from the line of David (11:1)

The second coming – many similarities to Revelation:
· Destruction of the earth (24:1; 29:6-7)
· Only a few will survive (24:13)

· Will rule from Jerusalem (24:23)

· Those who die in the Lord will be resurrected (26:19)

Main Message:   Don’t turn your back on God

For discussion, assess the situation in the United States today in terms of how God might see us.   What are we doing well as a Nation in God’s eyes, and what are doing that will upset Him?  What can we do?

Examples of things that are probably pleasing to God:

· Concern for poor everywhere; very generous people and country
· Tolerance of differences; anyone welcome into this country

· Many freedoms; respect for individuals regardless of standing
· High percentage of population worships regularly, believes in God

· Constitution founded on Christian principles

· Use of media to spread the gospel; athletes professing their faith

Examples of things that are probably not pleasing to God

· Movement to remove Christianity/God out of many aspects of life 

· Respect for the Sabbath

· Deterioration of morals (movies, TV, internet, etc)

· Too many “idols” dominating lives 

· Loose interpretation of Biblical laws 
