Week 30 (July 20 -26)

Isaiah Chapters 24 – 43

Main Messages:   God’s children will rise again during the second coming of Christ;  earnest prayer works
Overview

· The second coming is pronounced.  The entire earth will reel in judgment and  be made a wasteland (24:1-3).  All nations will be destroyed (29:6-7).  Jesus will rule from Jerusalem (24:23; 33:5).  But a remnant will be spared (24:13).  And, the good news is that those who “die in the Lord will live and their bodies will rise again”! (26:19)

· King Hezekiah, Isaiah and the power of prayer 

· Read Hezekiah’s prayer (37:15 – 20)….discuss its content.  Note Hezekiah’s words of adoration, his words of earnest pleading, his conversing tone about gods, and his request (doesn’t tell God how… just spells out the need).  Hezekiah’s answer is through Isaiah (37:33-35).  What are other ways we receive responses or acknowledgement from God to our prayers?  And finally the result (37:36-38).

· Later Hezekiah prayed for healing (38:1-5; 14).  Discuss why God changed his mind and gave Hezekiah 15 more years of life.
Another amazing prediction by Isaiah for Cyrus, King of Assyria, which comes to pass 150 years later:  

· The destruction of the Babylonian empire by King Cyrus (48:14)
· The return of exiles to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple under Cyrus’s order (44:28; 45:13
