Week 37 (Sept 7 – 13) 
(Amos, Obadiah, Jonah)

Main Message:   Sometimes we are called by God to do things we “just don’t want to do…like missions impossible”.  But if we just get started, he smoothes the way.

Overview

Amos, Obadiah and Jonah were three “minor” prophets (meaning their books are short) but they played significant roles for God.

Amos whose name means “burden bearer” was a lowly shepherd and fig picker living in the Southern Kingdom of Judah – a town called Tekoa which is near Bethlehem.  He was called by God during Uzziah’s reign as King of Judah and Jeroboam II’s reign as King of Israel – the Northern Kingdom.  The time was about 760-750 BC.   God requests that he travel to the Northern Kingdom to tell them that the kingdom is doomed because of their sinfulness (idol worship, persecution of prophets, cheating the poor).  God says he will bring plagues of locusts, fire, the death of Jeroboam II and ultimately exile of the Israelites.  What courage by Amos to follow God’s instructions!  However, when they hear the message, they don’t harm him.  He is told to get out of here and go back to Judah and prophesy there.  God’s soft heart is displayed in the end of the book when he tells Amos that he will return the exiled people of Israel, they will rebuild their ruined cities, and never be uprooted again (Amos 9:14-15).
A couple of points:  1) Before condemning the Northern Kingdom Israel, Amos prophesies about the surrounding nations for their sins (Damascus, Aram, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab) and also the southern Kingdom Judah.  2)  He also is able to convince God through earnest prayer to change his mind on punishment a couple of times (Amos 7:3 & 6).  There have been other examples of God changing his plans due to prayer (Moses in Exodus 32:9-14; Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:1-6) and the people of Nineveh in Jonah 3:10).  So, don’t give up on your prayers because you think your request might not be God’s will.
Obadiah is the Old Testament’s shortest book – only one chapter and 21 verses.  The exact date is unclear, but it takes place after the Babylonian invasion of Judah and Jerusalem (so some time after 586 BC) – see verse 12.   The book describes the total destruction of Edom for taking part in the ransacking of Judah and Jerusalem by the Babylonians (verses 12 – 14).  Here are some of the things they did:  gloated, spoke arrogantly, plundered/seized their wealth, killed escapees, captured/turned over survivors.  Remember that the Edomites were descended from Esau the brother of Jacob from whom Israel was descended.  So, this is a case of family relatives rushing in to help the enemy, apparently with glee because of their family jealousy and hatred through the years!  No wonder God was angry.  Edom lost its national identity before the time of Christ and in the first century AD it did in fact disappear from the pages of history…just as Obadiah predicted.  Today the desolate land area is mostly part of Jordan.
Message:  Clear up family feuds

Jonah is called by God to travel to Nineveh and announce God’s judgment against it because of the wickedness of the people there.  It takes place around 760 BC during the reign of Israel’s King Jeroboam II….the same time as Amos.  Nineveh was the city of the time…capital of the powerful Assyrian empire…a magnificent place with about 120,000 inhabitants…located on the Tigris river. Today it is the city Mosul in Iraq.  But what a difference vs Amos.  Jonah tries to flee from God and heads off in the opposite direction (but who can blame him…very nasty things were done to people opposed to Nineveh).

You all know the story.  Jonah gets on a ship from Joppa to Tarshish, a horrendous storm comes up, and lots are cast to determine the cause (whose god is angry).  Jonah is thrown overboard, the storm stops immediately, and Jonah is swallowed by a large fish and expelled on land after 3 days.  Now he knows God means business.  So he goes to Nineveh and on the first day tells the crowds “forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!”.  And God makes it easy for Jonah:  everyone without argument believes him “from the greatest to the least”, and the entire city is ordered to fast, mourn, pray, and repent from their evil ways.  God is so moved that he changes his mind and doesn’t carry out the destruction.  This makes Jonah angry because he felt they should be punished and deserved to die.  
Message:  God loves a repentant sinner!

Background Question:  Could a fish swallow a man and spit him out alive 3 days later?

The Mediterranean is a large sea (means sea in the middle of the earth).  It is about 250 miles by 50 miles with an average depth of almost one mile.  It contains the second largest whales in the world called Fin Whales.  Adults reach 80 - 90 feet long and weigh 50 – 70 tons.  So, Jonah could have been swallowed.  How would he survive in the stomach?  Only God knows that.  His head became wrapped in seaweed (2:5)…perhaps this protected him.  
