(Amos, Obadiah, Jonah)

Main Message:  God’s judgment sometimes can be harsh (though deserved) but he always has a soft heart!

Overview

Amos, Obadiah and Jonah were three “minor” prophets (meaning their books are short) but they played significant roles for God.

Amos whose name means “burden bearer” was a lowly shepherd and fig picker living in the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  He was called by God during Uzziah’s reign as King of Judah and Jeroboam II’s reign as King of Israel – the Northern Kingdom.  The time was about 760-750 BC.   God requests that he travel to the Northern Kingdom to tell them that the kingdom is doomed because of their sinfulness.  This includes plagues of locusts, fire, the death of Jeroboam II and ultimately exile of the Israelites.  What courage!  However, when they hear the message, he is just told to get out of here and go back to Judah and prophesy there.
A couple of points:  1) Before condemning the Northern Kingdom Israel, Amos prophesies about the surrounding nations for their sins (Damascus, Aram, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab) and also the southern Kingdom Judah.  2)  He also is able to convince God through earnest prayer to change his mind on punishment a couple of times (Amos 7:3 & 6).  There have been other examples of God changing his plans due to prayer  (Moses in Exodus 32:9-14; Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:1-6) and later people of Ninevah in Jonah 3:10).  So, don’t give up on your prayers because you think your request might not be God’s will.
