Week 44 (Oct 26 –Nov 1)

John

Main Message:   One must believe in God’s son Jesus Christ to become a child of God and inherit eternal life in God’s kingdom
Overview:

The book of John is believed to be written by John the disciple and brother of the disciple James.  They were sons of Zebedee and Salome (Matt 4:21).  It was the last of the gospels written…after 85 AD.  John also wrote around the same timeframe, the three epistles of John (one, two and three) and Revelation.  The book of John is quite different from the other 3 gospels….focusing on the reasons Jesus came to this earth.  He doesn’t include any parables and only a few miracles, nor is Jesus’ birth mentioned.  Instead, much of the book is about Jesus’ death, the events leading up to it, and why his death was necessary.  
John was a fisherman and often quotes himself as “The disciple who Jesus loved” (13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7,20,24).  Does this mean Jesus didn’t love the other disciples…No.  But, John probably felt a special relationship with Jesus.  This may have been because John was probably the youngest of the disciples, perhaps a teenager at the time.  Many believe he was the first cousin of Jesus and that his mother Salome and Mary (Jesus’ mother) were sisters.  One may conclude this by comparing the descriptions of the women at the crucifixion in gospels Matthew, Mark and John (Matt 27:56; Mk 16:1; Jn 19:25).  Jesus also asked John to watch over his mother Mary after his death, and John sat next to Jesus at the last supper.
Sadly, his brother James was beheaded by sword by order of Herod Agrippa I…the nephew of Herod Antipas (who had John the Baptist beheaded).

Jesus’ first miracle..turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana…is only recorded in John.  So is his raising of Lazarus from the dead.  John is the only gospel that mentions the night-time conversation with Nicodemus and that “you must be born again” (3:7).
Why did John write this gospel?  Read last verses:  Jn  20:30,31 and Jn 21:24

“The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book.  But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name”.


“This disciple is the one who testifies to these events and has recorded them here.   


And we know that his account of these things is accurate.”

Key Verses re Main Message:  John mentions many times that the way to eternal life is through belief in Jesus Christ
· Jn 1: 12,13
· Jn 3:16
· Jn 6:40

· Jn 14:6
· Jn 20:31

Some Other Highlights

· Jesus’ teachings and miracles were done to prove God sent him (Jn 6:36)

· Jesus was rejected by some of his own early disciples and family (Jn 6:60,66;  Jn 7:5)

· Why did the Jewish leadership (high council) want Jesus killed?  (Jn 11:47-53)
· Judas was dipping his hand into the disciples’ till (Jn 12: 4-6)
· Why were the disciples (and followers today) persecuted?  (Jn 15:18-19)
· Jesus’ talks about the deaths of the disciples (Jn 16:1-4)

· The deaths of the disciples:

· Andrew…crucified

· Bartholomew…beaten then crucified

· James, son of Alphaeus…stoned to death

· James, son of Zebedee…beheaded by sword

· John…exiled for his faith

· Judas (not Iscariot)…stoned to death

· Matthew….speared to death

· Peter….crucified upside down

· Philip….crucified

· Simon….crucified

· Thomas….speared to death

· Matthias (Judas Iscariot’s replacement)….stoned to death

The disciples saw Jesus 3 times after he was resurrected (Jn 21:14).  The Jewish leaders accepted that the tomb was empty and spread the lie that Jesus’ disciples stole his body and simply concocted the story that he rose from the dead (Matt 28:12,13).  However, if the disciples made it all up, each of them allowed himself to be executed…for what they knew to be a lie.  It doesn’t make sense.  Would you die for something you knew was a lie.  No, their changed behavior and willingness to accept beatings, imprisonment and being killed in torturous ways is proof they really did see, talk and eat with the resurrected Christ!
