Week 46 (Nov 9 – 15, 2009)

Acts 21 – Romans 8

Main Message:  Because of our sinful nature, we cannot be saved by the law of Moses because no one can obey it completely.  It is only through faith in Jesus Christ that we can be saved because he died for our sins to redeem us to God.
Overview (Acts 21 – 28)

While on his third missionary journey (in Asia), Paul feels strong urgings from the Holy Spirit to go to Jerusalem in time for the Festival of Pentecost (20:16) and he wasn’t getting good vibes (20:22-23).  After a very sad goodbye to the elders of the church of Ephesus (20:36-38), he heads straight for Jerusalem.  Once there, he first meets with James the brother of Jesus and all the elders of the Jerusalem “Christian” church….giving them an account of his ministry (they must have been impressed!).  They inform him that the Jewish believers in Jerusalem have been told (through Paul’s teaching) that Jews living among the Gentiles should turn their backs on the law of Moses and they don’t need to circumcise their children.  
While Paul is in the Temple, Jews from Asia see him and rouse a mob against him.  They were obviously very effective.  The whole city is rocked by the accusations and a great riot erupts.  They are on the verge of killing him when a commander of the Roman regiment saves him.  The crowd was so stirred up that the soldiers had to hold Paul up at shoulder height to protect him. 
Like Jesus he is brought by the Roman commander before the Jewish high priest and council to determine what crime Paul has committed.   The council can’t agree (Paul gets the Sadducees and Pharisees arguing over resurrection of the dead).  So, a group of Jews vow to ambush Paul and kill him.  Paul’s nephew learns of the plot and alerts the Romans, and Paul is taken to Caesarea to the Roman governor Felix to decide what to do with him.  Only by telling the Roman soldiers that he is a Roman citizen (by birth not by purchase) does he avoid floggings. 
 Paul presents the gospel message to Felix in explaining the situation.  Felix who was married to a Jewish woman (Drusilla) understood the gospel message (or The Way as it was known).   So, he told the Jewish leaders to go back to Jerusalem and he would contact them later.  He kept Paul in custody for about 2 years but with freedom to allow visitors to see him and take care of his needs, until the new Governor Festus takes over.  In his defense to Festus, Paul again preached the gospel and Festus concluded there was no clear charge to warrant Paul’s execution.  King Agrippa also participated with Festus and concluded the same.   But, Paul being a Roman citizen appealed to have his case decided by the Emperor in Rome  (by this time Festus and Agrippa were ready to free him but complied with Paul’s wishes). 
Shortly thereafter (59-60AD), Paul (and presumably Luke) take a perilous sea journey to Rome (about 2,000 miles) along with about 270 other passengers made up of sailors, soldiers and prisoners.  Luke provides an incredible, tense description of the journey as they encounter very rough weather, storms and gale-force winds.  Eventually, they are shipwrecked in Malta, spend the winter there, and head to Rome in another ship.  On the way they stop at Syracuse in Sicily.  In Rome, Paul is kept under house arrest with his own private lodging for about 2 years.   During that time, he was free to impart the gospel to whoever came to see him.  He also had to time to write to the early churches he had established on his missionary journeys:  characterized as his prison letters Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon.   Acts ends with Paul still under house arrest with no details on his release.  Evidence suggests he was released and went on a fourth missionary journey.  He was then imprisoned again in Rome (66-67AD), but unlike last time, was kept chained in a dungeon (2Tim 1:16, 2:9) and eventually condemned to death by Nero (and beheaded in 67 AD outside Rome).
Overview (Romans 1 – 8)

Romans was written by Paul, probably in 57AD in Corinth, while he was on his third missionary journey and ready to return to Jerusalem with offerings from the mission churches for poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem (15:25-27).  The letter “Romans” is addressed to the people of the church at Rome (1:7) who were predominantly Gentile but with some Jews.  He wrote the letter to prepare the way for his coming visit to Rome and his proposed mission to Spain (1:10-15; 15:22-29).
The Romans letter is the most systematic of Paul’s letters.  It reads more like an elaborate theological essay than a letter.  Paul’s primary theme appears to be the basic gospel, God’s plan of providing salvation through Jesus Christ for all mankind, Jew and Gentile alike.  However, it is a provision that must be received by faith (1:16-17)
Some key verses:

· No excuse for not knowing God (1:20).
· Gay lifestyle is sinful:  1:24-27.  Also see reference Lev 18:22.

· Why is sin so attractive even to Paul (Rom 7:15-17, 19): “I don’t really understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it.  Instead, I do what I hate.”

· No one can be made right with God by doing what the law commands but instead by believing in Jesus (Rom 3:20, 22, 23, 25)

· Everything that happens is part of God’s plan for us as children of God 8:28:  “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”
· Nothing can separate us from God’s love.  8:38-39.

