Week 47 (November 16 – 22)

Romans 9-16, 1 Corinthians

Main Messages:   Church problems are nothing new – neither is the way to correct them.  Personal purity, self discipline, and love for others are key.

Overview – Romans 9 – 16

Reminder:  Romans was written by Paul around 57 AD while he was in Corinth (Greece) during his third missionary journey.  Paul apparently dictated and Tertius transcribed (16: 22).  Romans is mostly a theological essay with the primary theme being that anyone…Jew or Gentile…can be saved thanks to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and God’s grace.  It’s a gift from God, and we must make the choice of whether to take it or not.  By the way, Paul was a Roman citizen by birth, born in Tarsus (now Turkey), he was Jewish of the tribe of Benjamin (11:1), and well versed in the Old Testament scriptures (tutored by the Pharisee Gamaliel an expert in religious law).  After his conversion on the road to Damascus, he believed that he had been appointed by God to be the apostle to the Gentiles (11:13).
Some key verses:

· TNT verses…Romans 10:9,10:  what it takes to be saved

· Kill them with Kindness!  Romans 12: 21

· Governing authorities and Taxes…Romans 13:1; 6,7. 
· Wild partying…Romans 13:13,14
· Food…don’t eat if it distresses someone…Romans 14:14,15

· Simple definition of sin…Romans 14:23b “If you do anything you believe is not right, you are sinning”.
Overview – 1 Corinthians

The author is Paul with some input from Sosthenes (1:1) and is written around 55 AD in Ephesus during Paul’s third missionary journey (written before Romans).   
Note that Paul’s letters in the New Testament are not in chronological order.  It is believed that Galatians was his first letter (about 48AD), then 1 & 2 Thessalonians (about 51/52), followed by Corinthians (55AD), Romans (57AD), and then Ephesians/Colossians/Philemon/Philippians while under house arrest in Rome (60/61AD), 1 Timothy & Titus (63-65 AD), and 2 Timothy (67 AD).
A little background on the city of Corinth, considered in many ways the chief city of Greece.   It had a population of about 250,000 free persons plus as many as 400,000 slaves!  The city was located on an isthmus with two harbors which served as the cross roads for travelers and traders.  The city was characterized by typical Greek culture with its people showing a strong interest in adding to their wisdom and knowledge.  This made them at least curious and receptive to hearing and discussing the gospel with Paul.  
The city had 12 temples, and the Jews had established a synagogue there as well.  One of the most infamous temples was one dedicated to Aphrodite, the goddess of Love, whose worshippers practiced religious prostitution.  Sexual immorality was rampant.  At one time, 1000 “sacred” prostitutes served the temple.  The immorality at Corinth became so widely known that the Greek verb “to corinthianize” came to mean “to practice sexual immorality”.
The Corinthian church had been established during Paul’s second missionary journey.  Though apparently growing, the church was plagued with problems such as moral irregularities, division among the members, members suing members, abuse of the Lord’s Supper, and false teachings concerning the resurrection.  Paul found out about these problems from visitors (members of Chloe’s household; 1:11) and letters from members of the church.  So Paul wrote the letter to address these issues. 

Some key verses:
· We know God’s thoughts through the Holy Spirit:  2:10-12
· Sexual immorality cannot be tolerated in the church: 5:1-2; and will stop inheritance into God’s kingdom: 6:9-10
· Don’t settle disputes among believers with lawsuits: 6:1

· Marriage guidance:  Ch 7

· don’t deprive each other of sexual relations unless both agree (7:5)

· if one marriage partner is not a believer, an opportunity exists to save that partner (7:16)

· staying single (as Paul did) enables one to spend their time doing the Lord’s work without distraction; marriage brings additional responsibilities and focus on how to please the marriage partner (7:32-33,35b)
· Marriage brings troubles! (7:28)
· Temptation – God shows you a way out: 10:13

· Focus on doing best for others: 10:33

· Words of the Lord’s Supper:  11:23-26

· Love never fails:  Ch 13 especially 13:4-7
· Women in church (must be silent?):  14:34-35
· Listing of those who had seen the risen Christ: 15:4-9

· Second coming: 15:23-26

