Week 48 (November 23 – 29)

2Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians

Main Message:  The way to eternal life is through belief in Jesus Christ…it is a gift from God if we choose to accept it.

Overview

Paul wrote a number of letters to follow up with churches he had established through his missionary journeys.  Most addressed issues that developed in the churches that Paul heard about through letters or visitors.  The church at Corinth seemed to be the most difficult and required Paul to promptly send a second letter (written about 57AD from Macedonia) as there were apparently some strong troublemakers who opposed Paul’s authority.  The letter to the Galatians (the earliest of his letters written about 49AD from Syrian Antioch) primarily addressed church members who had turned from their freedom in Jesus Christ back to the rules of Old Testament Judaism…to living as the Jews do (even Peter was guilty of it).  His letter to the church at Ephesus (written about 60AD while incarcerated in Rome) explains to these young Christians how they may grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ and to reflect this in the way they live in the church and the home.  Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi (written about 61AD while incarcerated in Rome) is more a friendship letter thanking them for their support and encouraging them to rejoice in the Lord.
Some Key Points and Verses: 2Corinthians

The troublemakers in the church at Corinth apparently attacked Paul from every angle.  Paul sarcastically referred to them as “super apostles” (11:5).  They called him fickle (1:17-23), prideful (3:1), weak (10:10), an unskilled speaker (11:6), dishonest (12:16-19), and mentally unstable (5:13).  Paul himself admitted that he “may be unskilled as a speaker” but that he was not lacking in knowledge (11:6).  
What did Paul look like?  The only ancient physical description of Paul comes from the late second century work known as “the Acts of Paul and Thecla”.  It describes Paul as “a man small of stature, with a bald head and crooked legs, in a good state of body, with eyebrows meeting and nose somewhat hooked, full of friendliness”.  There is no way of knowing if this is an accurate description.  His opponents in Corinth provide some inkling claiming that “in person he is weak and his speeches are worthless” (2Cor 10:10).  Paul doesn’t dispute these claims but instead argues that God’s power is made perfect in weakness (12:9).
In the same context, Paul complains about “a thorn in the flesh” (12:7).  However, no other details are provided so one can only guess.   We do know that Paul prayed to God – literally begged 3 times –  to have it taken away.  He finally accepts it as God’s way to keep him from becoming proud (12:7,8).  (My own view is that it was something that took away from his appearance or his way of speaking such that he “outwardly appeared” inferior).  No movie star and no articulate orator!
· Paul’s suffering detailed:  11:23-27, 32-33

· More of Paul’s sarcasm: 12:13

· God comforts us so that we can comfort others: 1:4

· Giving cheerfully: 9:6,7

Some points and verses: Galatians

Even the Jerusalem council agreed (Acts 15) that a person doesn’t first have to become a Jew in order to become a Christian.  However Paul was constantly running into opposition from individuals who wanted to add the requirements of Jewish law.  This happened at the early churches in Galatia.

· Jewish Law defined sin and no one can keep it, otherwise there would be no need for Christ to die:  2:21; 3:19

Some points and verses: Ephesians

Paul describes what it means to be “in Christ” and how we must conduct ourselves because of it.
· Never go to bed angry: 4:26,27

· Use words that encourage: 4:29

· Obscene stories and jokes: 5:4

· Spouse relationships:  “submit to one another out of reverence to Christ” 5:21,22,25

· Put on God’s armor to stand firm against all strategies of the devil: 6:10-17

Some points and verses: Philippians

This is Paul’s only letter that doesn’t address problems.  Instead it is a letter of joy written  while in a Roman prison to a church he founded on his second missionary journey.
· God who began a good work in you:  1:6

· Paul’s debate with himself on which is better “to die or live”: 1:21-24

· Don’t worry about anything, instead pray about everything: 4:6-7
· Fix your thoughts on what is true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, etc: 4:8

· Strength through Christ: 4:13
