Week 49 (November 30 – December 6)

Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus

Overview – Colossians

Author Paul with some input from Timothy (1:1), written around 60/61 AD, while imprisoned under house arrest in Rome.  Colosse located in Asia Minor (modern Turkey) had diminished to a second-rate market town in Paul’s day.  During Paul’s 3 year ministry in nearby Ephesus, Epaphrus had been converted and had carried the gospel to Colosse.  This young church becomes threatened by false teachings and Paul writes this letter after a visit by Epaphrus to Paul in Rome.  The false teaching is never explicitly mentioned.  Paul refutes it in a positive way by explaining how Jesus Christ is supreme—over everyone and everything.  Much of Colossians is included in Ephesians (obviously written around the same time).
· Good prayer material when praying for someone 1:9,10

· When we accept Christ we undergo a “spiritual circumcision” – the cutting away of our sinful nature 2:11

· Mark is apparently in good graces with Paul (4:10) and Luke is still there (4:14)
· Tychicus and Onesimus (see Philemon) deliver the letter to Colosse 4:7,9

Overview – 1 Thessalonians
Author Paul with some input from Timothy and Silas (1:1), written around 51 AD, while in Corinth (his second earliest letter after Galatians).  Thessalonica was a bustling seaport city in Macedonia (modern Greece) with a population of about 200,000.  It was thoroughly pagan.  Paul had established this church during his second missionary journey but had left abruptly after a brief stay.  The church had some Jews but was mostly Gentile.  He writes the letter to encourage these young converts in their resistance to persecution from a highly sinful city.   So, you might describe this letter as the “Encouragement Letter”.
· Being a Christian is no picnic but the Thessalonians were good role models 1:6-8

· Encourage one another and build each other up 5:11

· What happens after we die and when Christ returns 4:13-18; some confusion as to whether we go directly to Heaven after we die or remain in our burial places until Jesus returns (discuss what Jesus said to the two criminals crucified with him; his disciples “I go to prepare a place for you”, also experiences of individuals brought back to life like Don Piper “90 minutes in Heaven”)
Overview – 2 Thessalonians

Author Paul with some input from Timothy and Silas (1:1), written about 6 months after the first letter to the Thessalonians in 51 AD.  Apparently, a letter falsely claiming to be from Paul had left the Thessalonians shaken in mind…troubled (2:2,3) at the thought that Jesus had already returned.  Paul assures them that the event is still future---and urges everyone to live positive and productive lives until the second coming 3: 6,10.  Whereas 1 Thessalonians was the “encouragement” letter, one might refer to 2 Thessalonians as “the second coming” letter.
Overview – 1 Timothy

Author is Paul, written around 62-63 AD, probably from Macedonia.  During his fourth missionary journey Paul had asked Timothy to care for the church at Ephesus (1:3).  When he realized that he might not return to Ephesus, he provided some instruction to Timothy:  to refute false teaching, to supervise affairs of a growing church, and to provide qualifications for appointment of church leaders (ministers, elders and deacons).  The letters to Timothy and Titus are referred to as the “pastoral” letters because they give instruction concerning care of churches.

Timothy met Paul on his second missionary journey (Acts 16:1) at Lystra (modern day Turkey).  Paul invited Timothy to join him on his missionary travels.  Timothy’s father was Greek, while his mother was a Jewish Christian.  Paul called him “my true son in the faith” (1:2), perhaps having led him to Christ during his first visit to Lystra.  Paul had him circumcised (ouch!) so that his Greek ancestry wouldn’t be a liability in working with the Jews.
· The law was not intended for people who do what is right but for those who are ungodly and sinful such as those who are sexually immoral, homosexuals, slave traders, liars, etc 1:8-10.
· Paul’s past behavior forgiven, worst sinner of all 1:13-15
Paul’s instructions:

· First pray for all people 2:1

· Guidance for women 2:9-11

· Qualifications for elders 3:2-7
· Qualifications for deacons 3:8-12

· Caring for relatives in need 5:8

· Drinking wine is good for your health 5:23

· Love of Money/Use of money 6:10,17,18

Overview – 2 Timothy
This is Paul’s last letter – written about 67 AD to his young coworker Timothy – a passing of the torch.  Paul is imprisoned in a dungeon (4:13) under Emperor Nero.  Sadly, Paul feels his work is done and his life is nearing its end (4:6-8).  He was apparently executed shortly thereafter – beheaded by sword, not crucified, since he was a Roman citizen.
Why did Paul write this letter?  First, he was very lonely.  Many of his staff had deserted him or were away (1:15).  Only Luke was with him (4:11), and he was chained in a cold, hard to find, dungeon facing death.  So he very much wanted Timothy to come and see him (1:4; 4:9,21).  Second, Paul was concerned about the welfare of the churches during this time of persecution under Nero.  So, he admonishes Timothy to guard the gospel, persevere in it, keep on preaching it, and if necessary to suffer for it.  Third it allows him to reflect on his own ministry of preaching God’s Word and the gospel of Christ…and to look forward to the reward from God that awaits him.  You can’t help but feel sad.
· Never be ashamed to tell others about the Lord. 1:8
· Christians will be persecuted. 3:12  (look what is happening now to try and shut down Christmas in America in the schools, in the stores, etc)

· All Scripture is inspired by God.  3:16
· Paul’s memorable words as he realizes his life is almost over:  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful.  And, now the prize awaits me.”  4:6-8

Discuss Daily Walk challenge (on page 1551).  If someone asks you “Why are you a Christian”, are you prepared to give your personal testimony.  Get a head start by writing it out as you would want to share it with another person.  What made you believe and how has it impacted your life since?

Overview – Titus

The author is Paul written about 63 AD.  Titus was a convert of Paul’s who accompanied him to Jerusalem to discuss his gospel with the Jerusalem leaders (Galatians 2:1-3).  Titus is not mentioned in Acts, but is mentioned 13 times in other places.  

Paul and Titus briefly worked in Crete after Paul’s release from his first Rome imprisonment (Titus 1:5).  Now Titus is organizing and shepherding the new believers in Crete.  Paul writes to authorize Titus for this work.  He also provides instructions on appointing spiritual leaders as elders and for promoting sound teaching that leads to holy living. 
