Week 22 (May 24 – 31)

(Job Chap 22 – 42)

Main Message:   When faced with catastrophes, afflictions and hardships, don’t blame God or question “Why me God?” or assume it is punishment for sin.  We must trust God to pull us through.
Introduction

Job is the first of 5 books commonly referred to as “The books of Poetry”.  

· Job – how to suffer

· Psalms – how to pray

· Proverbs – how to act

· Ecclesiastes – how to enjoy

· Song of Solomon – how to love

The book has long been praised as a masterpiece of literature:

· “Tomorrow, if all literature was to be destroyed and it was left to me to retain one work only, I should save Job (Victor Hugo)

· “…the greatest poem, whether of ancient or modern literature” (Tennyson)

· “The book of Job taken as a mere work of literary genius, is one of the most wonderful productions of any age or of any language”  (Daniel Webster)

Author is unknown.  The author was probably a loyal Hebrew who was not strictly bound by the popular creed that assumed suffering was always the direct result of sin.  The historical events appear to be set in the “Patriarchal” period (sometime between Noah and Moses).  Job’s longevity is typical of patriarchs, there is mention of a flood (22:16), Job functions as a priest in offering sacrifices.

The book is referenced a number of times in other books of the Bible.  Paul quotes it several times (1Cor 3:19; Rom 11:35).   Also in Ezekiel 14:14 and James 5:11.
Overview
Job has lived an exemplary life (probably some time between 1000 – 2000 BC) living in the land of Uz.  God called him the finest man in all the earth.  When Satan and God meet, Satan claims that Job has done so well because God placed a wall of protection around him.  So, God agrees to let Satan test him without God’s interference…only Satan must not harm him physically (Job 1:9-11).
And, wow does Satan test him.  He loses everything:  his family (except his criticizing wife), fame, fortune, and fitness….all in short order.  His possessions are gone, his children are dead, and he has an excruciating painful disease.  Listen to the symptoms of his disease:  boils, itching, loss of appetite, severe depression, broken skin, red eyes, bad breath, constant pain, discoloration, fever, and an emaciated appearance.   Question:  Why does Satan spare Job’s wife?
I know that many of us in this room have experienced one or more of these negative events, so we can relate to Job can’t we?  On the positive side, we can learn too!
Job has three “friends” come to console him.  With friends like these, who needs enemies!  They do let him mourn for 7 days without saying anything…which is good.   When we lose someone, we must mourn even though it makes others sad to see us that way.  These friends were:
· Eliphaz the Temanite.  His message:  all people are guilty in front of a perfect God and all suffering results from sin.  

· Bildad the Shuhite.  His message:  Job must have a secret sin because God shows his salvation and mercy to the upright but brings down the wicked.
· Zophar the Naamathite.  His message:  Job doesn’t know God and claiming he is clean in the sight of God is not good enough.  He must get rid of his sins and prepare his heart and pray.

Job’s response for his “holier than thou” friends is classic:  Job 12:2:  “You people really know everything, don’t you?  And when you die, wisdom will die with you!”  All they do is make him very depressed.  Job 16:16  “my eyes are red with weeping; dark shadows circle my eyes”.  Job 17: 1 “My spirit is crushed, and my life is nearly snuffed out.  The grave is ready to receive me”.  And he longs for the good old days (Chapter 29).  We all do that don’t we?  It’s hard not to.  He then does a personal self-examination of his life to make sure there is no area of sin that has been overlooked (personal life, public life, spiritual life).  Something we should all do periodically or every day in our daily prayer time.
Then a younger “cocky” and angry individual Elihu the Buzite (of clan of Ram). speaks up.  He has been present and listening but not saying anything up to this point. He continues the same theme and paints a horrifying picture of terror and destruction awaiting the wicked.  Obviously this is no help whatsoever.   Though he does make some good points saying that the only prayers God ignores are those that are proud (35:12), and points out 35 images from the natural world to show the majesty and might of God’s creative power (36:26 – 37:24)
Finally, God speaks to Job.   He uses a series of  questions to which Job has no answer to show that God had the wisdom and power to create the world and everything in it.  And, that he rules with the same wisdom and power even in the unexplained suffering of Job.

· An example question:  38:33 Do you know the laws of the universe?  Can you use them to regulate the earth? 
· And God shows humor:  38:21“But of course you know all this!  For you were born before it was all created and you are so very experienced!”

Then Job repents for questioning God about why this has all been happening to him and for questioning God’s justice.  42:6 “I take back everything I said and I sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance.”

God then chastises the 3 friends and says they have not spoken accurately about Him.  He asks Job to pray for them.   God then restored Job’s fortunes twice over.  He had 3 more daughters…none were more lovely…and 7 more sons.  He lived another 140 years, seeing 4 generations of his children and grandchildren.

The book of Job examines one of life’s most perplexing questions:  why God allows bad things to happen to his people…we are all familiar with the catchy title of the book ”Why do bad things happen to good people?”.  The cop out answer is “We don’t know why, only God knows why certain things happen”  Deut 29:29 says “The Lord our God has secrets known to no one”.  
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I personally believe in a world in which mankind has been given a free will and because sin is prevalent, bad things can happen to everyone.  There is some luck involved….being in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Or, being in the right place at the right time!  
    Question:  Why does it seem that bad people get away with things?

In the end when we die, we must all face our maker.  Then those who have become God’s children (by accepting Christ in their heart) will see true justice:  eternity with him in heaven.   
In the meantime, God does listen to our prayers and has our overall good in mind.  So, I believe he will intercede and help us through adversities and catastrophes.  Job was an extreme case in which God used him in a test with Satan.  And God must have known that Job would hold up to an unbelievable series of catastrophes and still show trust in God.  Ultimately, God rewarded him twice over.
Other Notes

Two large beasts are described.

· Behemoth – a large ox-like animal that lies under lotus plants hidden by reeds in the marsh  (reminds me of a rhinoceros)

· Leviathan – a large fish-like creature with large scales, strong jaws and terrifying teeth that breaths fire and smoke  (sounds like a dragon)
