Week 27 (June 29 – July 5)

Psalms 140 – Proverbs 21

Main Messages:

· We should praise God often  as 1) it is appropriate considering who God is, 2) it is good in God’s eyes, and 3) it is pleasant to the one doing the praising,  Ps 147:1

· Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom and knowledge of God (and his will) results in good judgment. Proverbs 1:7; 9:10
Overview

The last few chapters of Psalms focuses on praising God.  Psalm 147:1 highlights why we should do that.  

Question:   What makes us want to praise someone?  Because they have done something that is of high worth, value, exceptional, etc.  Most people enjoy praising someone when they have done something special…it’s easy, it’s enjoyable…and we like to see the reaction of the one being praised.  By the way, our spouses and children should be high on our list for praise.  But who clearly warrants being at the absolute top of the list?  Yes, of course, God!!!
Proverbs:  most are ascribed to Solomon (he apparently wrote 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs…1Kings4:29-31).  This would place them in the 10th century BC.  However, King Hezekiah had some of his men copy some of Solomon’s proverbs (Proverbs 25:1), meaning parts of the book were compiled from 715 – 686 BC.  I was struck by how relevant the book of Proverbs is today on all aspects of human life.  Mankind is no different today than 3000 years ago.  It truly is a very relevant book of  “wisdom” on how to live and handle relationships.
(tell “which woman is the true mother-in-law” joke to illustrate wisdom of Solomon and test wisdom of people in the class)
What is wisdom?  Webster’s gives three meanings:  a) “accumulated philosophic or scientific learning or b) “ability to discern inner qualities and relationships; insight or c) good sense, judgment.  
What does Proverbs say about wisdom:  Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom and true knowledge (Proverbs 9:10 & 1:7).  

What does “fear of the Lord” mean?  Reverence, respect, honor – a desire to know how he wants us to live and how we can please him.  See what Moses says in Deut 10:12-13:
“And now Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you?  He requires only that you fear the Lord your God, and live in a way that pleases him, and love him and serve him with all your heart and soul.  And you must always obey the Lord’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good”.

So how do we get wisdom?  See Proverbs 2:1-6a).  We get it from God (Pr 2:6a) through seeking his input through prayer (Pr 2:3), by listening to God’s voice through the Holy Spirit (Pr 2:1), by studying God’s word (Pr 2:4).

What is the purpose of Proverbs? Proverbs 1: 1-5a.  To teach people wisdom and discipline so that they will be able to:

· understand insights of the wise

· live disciplined and successful lives

· help do what is right, just and fair

· give insight to the simple and knowledge and discernment to the young

· help the wise become even wiser

Some Highlights

· 7 things the Lord hates  (Pr 6:16-19)

· Yogi Berra-ism  Pr 4:7  “getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do”!

· SC Governor Sanford message:  Pr 6:32-33

· Health:  Pr 14:30

· Great Nation:  Pr 14:34

· Gray hair:  Pr 16:31

· Gambling:  Pr 16:33

· Court proceedings:  Pr 18:17 & 18
· The tongue:  Pr 18:21;  Pr 21:23; Pr 15:1,2,4, 24
· Wives:  Pr 18:22;  Pr 21:9; Pr 21:19
· Helping the poor:  Pr 19:17

· Human wisdom vs God’s wisdom:  Pr 21:30
