Week 42 (October 12 – 18)

Mark

Mark, the writer of the gospel, who is this guy?

· Son of a well-to-do lady of Jerusalem – Mary

· Mary’s house was a rallying-point and meeting place of the early church

· The nephew of Barnabas

Other than writing the gospel, what did this guy do?

· Started out with Paul and Barnabas on Paul’s first missionary journey

· Secretary and attendant … younger

· At Perga, Mark turned back home…. Maybe he was …

· Scared – most difficult and dangerous roads in the world

· Paul taking leadership role, not “Uncle Barnabas”

· May not approved of Paul’s methods

· Homesick

· On Paul’s second missionary trip Paul and Barnabas split over taking Mark …. Never to work together again

· Mark vanishes from history for a while

· May have gone to Egypt and founded the Church of Alexandria

· Appears again with Mark when he was in prison at Rome 

· Paul was writing his letter to the Colossians

· In Philemon, Paul numbers Mark among his fellow-laborers

· In his letter to Timothy “take Mark and bring him with you”

Mark’s source of information?

· Listen to people tell their personal memories of Jesus

· Mentor … Papias, a contemporary of Mark and a early historian of the Church

· “Mark, who was Peter’s interpreter, wrote down accurately, though not in order, all that he recollected of what Christ had said or done.  For he was not a hearer of the Lord of a follower of his.  He followed Peter, as I have said, at a later date, and Peter adapted his instruction to practical needs, without any attempt to give the Lord’s works systematically.  So that Mark was not wrong in writing down some things in this way from memory, for his one concern was neither to omit nor to falsify anything that he had heard.”

· Mark’s memory of the preaching of Peter

· Two great reasons for the importance of Mark

·  Earliest of all gospels … written shortly after Peter died A.D. 65

· Embodies the record of what Peter preached and taught about Jesus

· Mark is the nearest approach we will ever possess to an eyewitness account of the life of Jesus. 

Mark’s Gospel  (Look at hand-out)

· Gentile writing to Gentiles for Gentiles, especially those in Rome during Nero’s terrible persecutions

· Most likely written while Mark was in Rome

· Does not dwell on Jesus’ family or career.

· Record of actions and achievements

· A Savior-King who conquers demons, disease, and death

· Emphasis on mighty and miraculous works

· Impression of an eyewitness

· Uses rhetorical questions and action phrases … “immediately”

· Feeling that Mark wants to transform readers to believer

· He documenting a unique account of a unique man.

· Nearest thing we will ever get to a report of Jesus’ life

· Never forgot the divine side of Jesus.

· Gives a human picture of Jesus

· Uses vivid details

· His style

· Not carefully wrought and polished

· Fond of words … “and straightway” & “immediately”

· Talks in the present tense

· Uses Aramaic words

Mark, the model for the other synoptic gospels (to see together)

Mark can be divided into 105 sections.  Of these 93 occur in Matthew and 81 in Luke.  Only 4 are not included either in Matthew or in Luke.  Even more compelling is this.  Mark has 661 verses;  Matthew has 1,068 verses; Luke has 1,149 verses.  Of Mark’s 661 verses, Matthew reproduces no fewer than 606.  Sometimes he alters the wording slightly but he even reproduces 51% of Mark’s actual words.  Of Mark’s 661 verses Luke reproduces 320, and he actually uses 53% of Mark’s actual words.  Of the 55 verses of Mark which Matthew does not reproduce 31 are found in Luke.  So the result is that there are only 24 verses in Mark which do not occur somewhere in Matthew and Luke.  This makes it look very like as if Matthew and Luke were using Mark as the basis of their gospels.  Both Matthew and Luke very largely follow Mark’s order of events.

Now let look at some of Mark’s reporting:  Do you have a favorite?

(Read, Discuss and look at Barclay)

Mark 1: 23-28 - 33

Mark 7:5-8 -167

Mark 13: 14-20 - 309

