Week 43 (Oct 19 – 25)

Luke

Main Message:  It doesn’t matter who you are, where you come from, or what you’ve done….Jesus wants you to be part of his kingdom and he came to seek and to save you.

Background

The author is almost certainly the Luke who was Paul’s “dear friend the doctor” (Col 4:14).  He accompanied Paul starting with his second missionary journey all the way through to Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome.  He was a loyal friend who remained with Paul after others had deserted him (2Ti 4:11).  The book of  Luke is almost certainly the author of Acts.  Luke ends with Jesus saying he will send the Holy Spirit to the disciples and Acts begins with the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  Both books are addressed to Theophilus.  Theophilus was probably a Roman official of some esteem (Luke refers to him as most honorable); some believe he may have been Luke’s publisher.
Luke was probably a Gentile by birth and well educated in Greek culture and a physician by profession.  Luke was a careful historian and his gospel provides more details of Jesus’ life than the other gospels, especially Jesus’ birth.
Key themes:

· Recognition of Gentiles as well as Jews in God’s plan

· Emphasis on prayer, especially Jesus’ praying before important occasions (5:16; 9:18; 11:1-4; 11:9; 18:1)
· Special concern for the role of women (Elizabeth and Mary Ch 1; compassion for Widow whose son had died 7:13; with Jesus constantly 8:1-3; persistent prayer parable 18:1;  Jesus’ crucifixion (23:27,28,49,55,56and resurrection (24:1,10,22)
· Compassion for all people:  Roman soldiers (7:1-10); sinners (7:36-50); tax collectors; chronically ill (8:43-48); lepers (17:11-19); criminal on cross (23:40-43).
· Stress on the family circle

· Emphasis on the Holy Spirit 24:49
Uniqueness:
· Only gospel to detail Jesus’ birth and words he spoke in childhood (age 12)

· Only gospel to share Jesus’ parables of the good Samaritan and Prodigal son and the rich man and Lazarus

· Only gospel to describe the conversation with the two criminals crucified with him

Highlights

· Read Ch 1:1-4.  Many accounts written; use of eyewitnesses; Luke’s careful investigation so we can be certain of the truth (probably met and interviewed Jesus’disciples and also Mary Jesus’ mother as her thoughts often quoted; incident of Jesus at age 12).  

· 1:6,7.   Another barren woman God allows to become pregnant with a son of high importance – John the Baptist.  Others?  (Sarah wife of Abraham, Rachel wife of Jacob, Mother of Samson).  Luke 1:37  “For nothing is impossible with God”!
· The same angel Gabriel (one of two mentioned by name in the entire Bible..Michael the other) visits Zechariah father of John the Baptist (1:19) and Mary 1:26-28)

· Christmas story trivia quiz – many so-called facts are really stuff of Christmas cards and carols.  See p 1347.  Examples:  How did Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem (Bible doesn’t say on a donkey); What animals are in the stable (Bible doesn’t list any); How many wise men came to see Jesus (Bible says some not 3 -  Matt 2:1);  Where did the wise men find Jesus (in a house not a stable Matt 3:11);  Matthew and Luke provide the info.

· 3:1,2a;  Example of historical detail

· 3:23-38.  Genealogy starts with Jesus and goes backwards.  Different than Matthew’s..doesn’t mention the Kings of Judah

· The disciples of Jesus listed:  6:14 – 16.  Note there are 2 James’ and 2 Judas’.

· Don’t be ashamed to let people know you are a Christian 6:22; 9:26
· Giving:  6:38;19:26.  View our money/possessions as God’s (20:25); giving should be from the heart, not with the expectation God will give us more 
· Interesting info:  Others who often went with Jesus and his disciples, and provided resources:  8:1-3.

· To whom much given, much is expected.  12:48b.  Examples of much:  money, talents/skills, time, health, one of God’s family, etc
· Don’t worry.  12:22-26,31

· Pilate murdered some Galileans who were offering sacrifices at the Temple 13:1
· Question:  How did Judas betray Jesus?
· A great phrase 24:18:  “You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about all the things that have happened there the last few days”
